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U.S. Geological Survey

The USGS monitors, analyzes, and predicts current 

and evolving Earth-system interactions and delivers 

actionable information at scales and timeframes 

relevant to decision makers. The USGS provides 

science about natural hazards, natural resources, 

ecosystems and environmental health, and the 

effects of climate and land-use change.

Authorized by Congress in 1879, the U.S. 

Geological Survey Library is recognized as one of 

the world’s largest Earth and natural science 

libraries, providing services, collections, and 

expertise essential to the USGS mission.

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse background

The authoritative 

catalog and 

publicly 

accessible 

location for 

accessing USGS 

peer-reviewed 

scientific 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse background

Provides access to 

metadata about 

and links to 

170,000+ historical 

and current 

USGS-authored 

and -funded 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Ecosystem of USGS resources

● Aggregator
○ USGS.gov

● Publications
○ Publications 

Warehouse

● Data
○ Science Data 

Catalog

○ ScienceBase

● Models
○ Model Catalog

● Maps
○ The National Map

○ National Geologic 

Map Database

○ TopoView

● Printed publications 

and maps
○ USGS Store

● Library collections
○ Library catalog

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://www.usgs.gov/
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
https://data.usgs.gov/datacatalog/
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/
https://data.usgs.gov/modelcatalog/
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/national-geospatial-program/national-map
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/
https://store.usgs.gov/
https://librarycatalog.usgs.gov/discovery/search?vid=01USGSL_INST:01USGSL_INST
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Publications Warehouse content

Cataloged & full 

text: Published by 

USGS

Cataloged & linked:

Published by an 

external entity

Not included

• USGS numbered 

series publications 

& maps

• USGS-published 

reports

• Journal articles

• Conference 

proceedings

• Books

• Book chapters

• Cooperator 

publications

• Extended abstracts

• Abstracts

• Posters

• Presentations

• Data releases

• Software releases

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Popular USGS publication examples

U.S. Geological Survey, 

2022, Mineral 

commodity summaries 

2022: U.S. Geological 

Survey, 202 p., 

https://doi.org/10.3133/

mcs2022

Dieter, C.A. et al., 2018, 

Estimated use of water 

in the United States in 

2015: U.S. Geological 

Survey Circular 1441, 65 

p., 

https://doi.org/10.3133/ci

r1441

Kauffman, M.J. et al., 2020, 

Ungulate migrations of the 

western United States, 

Volume 1: U.S. Geological 

Survey Scientific 

Investigations Report 2020–

5101, 119 p., 

https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20

205101

Schulz, K.J. et al., eds., 2017, 

Critical mineral resources of 

the United States—Economic 

and environmental geology 

and prospects for future 

supply: U.S. Geological 

Survey Professional Paper 

1802, 797 p., 

http://doi.org/10.3133/pp1802

Detweiler, S.T. et al., 

eds., 2017, The HayWired

earthquake scenario: U.S. 

Geological Survey 

Scientific Investigations 

Report 2017–5013, 

https://doi.org/10.3133/sir

20175013

Helsel, D.R. et al., 2020, 

Statistical methods in 

water resources: U.S. 

Geological Survey 

Techniques and Methods, 

book 4, chap. A3, 458 p., 

https://doi.org/10.3133/tm

4a3

Moore, G.K., 1979, What 

is a picture worth? A 

history of remote 

sensing: Hydrological 

Sciences Bulletin, v. 24, 

no. 4, p. 477-485, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/0

2626667909491887

Snyder, J.P., 1987, Map 

projections: A working 

manual: U.S. Geological 

Survey Professional 

Paper 1395, 385 p., 

https://doi.org/10.3133/p

p1395

U.S. Geological Survey, 

2000, Ground Water 

Atlas of the United 

States: U.S. Geological 

Survey Hydrologic Atlas 

730, 

https://doi.org/10.3133/h

a730

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://doi.org/10.3133/mcs2022
https://doi.org/10.3133/cir1441
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20205101
http://doi.org/10.3133/pp1802
https://doi.org/10.3133/sir20175013
https://doi.org/10.3133/tm4a3
https://doi.org/10.1080/02626667909491887
https://doi.org/10.3133/pp1395
https://doi.org/10.3133/ha730
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Publications Warehouse 

background

● Established in 2004

● Moved under the USGS Library in 2009

● Collaborative effort among several groups in 

USGS

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

1. Cataloging

○ Catalogs newly published USGS-authored products

○ Catalogs legacy USGS-authored products

○ Updates metadata for existing records

○ Located at the National Wildlife Health Center in 

Madison, WI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

2. Web Infrastructure

○ Development and maintenance of the Publications 

Warehouse application

■ Located in Chicago, IL

○ Operational and infrastructure support

■ Located in Denver, CO

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse staff 

components

3. Digitization

○ Retrospective scanning to provide full-text access to 

historical USGS series reports

○ Over 90% of USGS series publications currently 

available full text in Publications Warehouse

○ Located in the USGS Library in Reston, VA

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Digitization of USGS publications & 

maps

● In-house digitization 

operation at the 

USGS Reston 

Library

● Focus in USGS 

numbered series 

publications and 

maps

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Digitization of USGS publications & 

maps

● USGS publications 

& maps are a 

multitude of 

different formats​

● Some require 

special handling 

due to age and 

condition

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse website

● Records 

edited, 

approved, & 

published by 

cataloging 

team are 

immediately 

made available 

to public

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse design

● Responsive design
○ Works on tablets, mobile 

phones, and desktops

● Semantic HTML5
○ Content is more accessible 

and meaningful to all users, 

human and machine

● U.S. Web Design 

Standards
○ Follows standards for federal 

government website design

● Migrated to cloud in 2020
○ Increased stability

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse homepage

Basic search

Advanced search

Browse FAQs

Twitter feed

RSS feed

Contact

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Basic search

● Most users use basic search

● Basic search will search for terms anywhere 

in:
○ Title

○ Series name and number

○ Author

○ Abstract

○ Year

○ Larger work title

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Search

Advanced search

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Advanced search

When you search using multiple 

fields, PW will perform a search for 

publications that contain all of your 

search terms.

For example, if you enter these 

terms:
Series Name: Open-File Report

Publication Title: water

Year Published: 1973

PW will perform the search like this:
Series Name: Open-File 

Report AND Publication Title: 

water AND Year Published: 1973

If you select the same field multiple 

times from the Advanced Search 

dropdown, PW will perform an OR 

search for that field.

For example, if you enter these 

terms:
Series Name: Open-File Report

Series Name: Circular

Publication Title: water

Year Published: 1973

Year Published: 1975

PW will perform this search:
(Series Name: Open-File 

Report OR Circular) AND (Publication 

Title: water) AND (Year Published: 

1973 OR 1975).

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Advanced search

● Using the 

Advanced search to 

find downloadable 

maps
○ Search string: 

https://pubs.er.usgs.g

ov/search?q=&subty

peName=USGS+Nu

mbered+Series&linkT

ype=Plate&linkType=

Sheet

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/search?q=&subtypeName=USGS+Numbered+Series&linkType=Plate&linkType=Sheet
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results

Search query

Download formats

Search results

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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page 1

Title
Series info

Authors

DOI

Full-text report link

Citation download 

options

Contact 

informationAbstract

Associated 

data link

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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page 3

Citation

Study area

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov


USGS Publications Warehouse: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov

page 2
Bibliographic metadata

Page visit & download metrics

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs)

● Persistent 

identifiers

● All USGS series 

publications 

have CrossRef 

DOIs assigned

● Citeable, 

trackable, 

discoverable

CrossRef DOI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Associated data links

● USGS required 

to release data 

with publication

● Typically 

a DataCite DOI 

is provided for 

associated data 

release

DataCite DOI

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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ORCIDs

● Unique, 

persistent 

identifiers for 

people
ORCIDs

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Altmetric

● Provides online 

attention score 

for individual 

publications

● Badges display 

on citation 

pages

Altmetric

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Unpaywall

● Identifies open 

access versions 

through publisher 

and other repos

● Adds open 

access links to 

articles on 

citation pages

Unpaywall

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Web metrics

● Every PW 

citation page has 

metrics available 

for the past 12 

months

Metrics

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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XML/HTML transformation

● PW transforms 

USGS series 

publication XML 

into an HTML 

webpage 

displaying the full 

text on the fly
● Example: 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publ

ication/sir20215042/full

Report HTML

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/sir20215042/full
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Publications Warehouse API users

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications Warehouse API

● Site is dynamic and service driven

● Web service can be queried using a 

RESTlike

technique

● API is 

open to 

anyone to 

use

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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JSON

JSON version of citation 

page

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS Library Catalog

● Pubs Warehouse records display in the 

Library catalog

● Search “Everything” to return print & Pubs 

Warehouse results

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS Library Catalog

Example of PW record in Library catalog

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://usgs.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01USGSL_INST/1um1pe1/alma991004009625103886
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USGS.gov science center webpages

● Publications 

Warehouse 

automatically 

populates 

associated 

publications 

for USGS 

science 

center 

webpages

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS.gov staff profiles

● Publications 

Warehouse 

automatically 

populates 

associated 

publications 

for USGS 

staff on their 

profile 

webpages

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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USGS ScienceBase

● Related 

publications 

in PW are 

referenced in 

ScienceBase

data releases

https://www.sciencebase.gov

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://www.sciencebase.gov
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USGS Model Catalog

● Related 

publications 

in PW are 

referenced in 

Model 

Catalog 

model pages

https://data.usgs.gov/

modelcatalog/

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://data.usgs.gov/modelcatalog/
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Google and Google Scholar

● Publications 

Warehouse 

is fully 

indexed by 

search 

engines

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Science.gov

● Find USGS 

pubs in 

science.gov

● Science.gov 

= portal to 

scientific 

products 

from 13 

federal 

agencies

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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GeoRef

● GeoRef 

indexes 

USGS 

series 

publications

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Catalog of U.S. Government 

Publications (CGP)

● USGS submits 

list of new 

pubs to GPO 

monthly in 

compliance 

with statutory 

mandate in 

Title 44 to be 

added to CGP

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Additional online USGS map 

resources

● The National Map
○ https://www.usgs.gov/programs/national-geospatial-

program/national-map

● The National Geologic Map Database
○ https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/

● TopoView
○ https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/

● USGS Store
○ https://store.usgs.gov/

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/national-geospatial-program/national-map
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/
https://store.usgs.gov/
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National Geologic Map Database 

(NGMDB)

● Archive of U.S. 

geoscience maps, 

including from USGS 

and state geological 

surveys

● Overlaps with USGS 

Numbered Series maps 

also in the Publications 

Warehouse

● NGMDB offers 

additional download 

options

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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FY22 Publications Warehouse 

statistics

● Website traffic
○ 2,393,653 visitors

○ 1,908,527 unique 

visitors

○ 3,751,831 page 

views

○ 1,096,731 

downloads

● Citation records
○ Added: 4,600+

○ Updated: 13,900+

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Publications 

Warehouse 

statistics

● Consistently a top 

website in all of 

Department of 

Interior

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
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Additional resources

● Website: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/

● Library guide: https://libraryguides.usgs.gov/pubswarehouse

● Guidance documentation: 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/about

● General FAQs: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/faq

● FSP FAQs: https://www.usgs.gov/about/organization/science-

support/office-science-quality-and-integrity/e7-publications-

warehouse

● Web service documentation: 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/web_service_documentatio

n

● API Swagger: https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/pubs-services/swagger-

ui/index.html?url=/pubs-services/v3/api-docs/public

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/
https://libraryguides.usgs.gov/pubswarehouse
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/about
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/faq
https://www.usgs.gov/about/organization/science-support/office-science-quality-and-integrity/e7-publications-warehouse
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/documentation/web_service_documentation
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/pubs-services/swagger-ui/index.html?url=/pubs-services/v3/api-docs/public
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Thank you!

Kelly Haberstroh

khaberstroh@usgs.gov

Digitization Librarian, USGS Library

Contact the Publications Warehouse Team:

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/contact

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov
mailto:khaberstroh@usgs.gov
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/contact

